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Coming Home Again
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UK Alum Holly Goddard Jones returns for Kentucky
Book Fair
By Holly Goddard Jones

Kentucky native and author (and UK Alum) Holly Goddard Jones
will sign her debut collection, Girl Trouble at the Kentucky Book
Fair in Frankfort on Saturday, November 7.
Below is her recent blog chronicling notes from her trip to
Nashville to participate in the Southern Festival of Books and the
Women’s National Book Association’s NRGM panel, along with a
trip home to Kentucky.

panel in the afternoon, and then depart from downtown
Nashville at 4:30pm in time for a 6pm flight back to my new
home in Greensboro, NC.
No sweat, right? I was probably wearing my pajamas at
2 in the afternoon when my publicist and I exchanged emails
about the schedule.
My Friday reading at the public library was celebratory
and nostalgic, and there was a great turnout. My dad, who
took a rare day off of work, joined us, and I picked a few passages from Girl Trouble that were staged in recognizable settings (like the local barbecue joint) or at recognizable events
(the Tobacco Festival parade). The library staff did a terrific
job, and my author photographer, old friend Morgan Miller,
had her beautiful work on display.
By 3 that afternoon, I was back on the road to Nashville
for the Authors in the Round dinner. And nervous. You see,
I’m just not that socially adept, and I was all the more anxious knowing that I would be one of 40 authors “hosting”
tables purchased at the dear price of $200 a seat. Pity the bighearted lover of books who comes hoping for Rick Bragg and
gets yours truly. But the event was actually quite lovely: my
tablemates were friendly, the food delicious, the drinks plentiful. I nursed a very sweet cocktail called The Pageturner:
bourbon and amaretto, served on ice in a silver julep cup.
Here I was, small town girl alone in the city, getting plied
with brown liquor. No good could come of this.
But the next morning, my experience with The
Pageturner notwithstanding, I was excited to participate in
a breakfast panel sponsored by the Nashville chapter of the
Women’s National Book Association. The intimidating
line-up of panelists included Marie Brenner, author of
Apples and Oranges: My Brother and Me, Lost and Found; Perri
Klass, author of The Mercy Rule; Inman Majors, author of
The Millionaires; and Kathryn Stockett, author of The Help.
Nina Cardona of Nashville Public Radio moderated and
faced the unenviable task of trying to find a common discussion theme in five very different books. She focused on
character — how we built them, when and how we draw
inspiration from real life, whether or not any of us have
faced backlash for our portrayals.

dreamy summer break from teaching, when it seemed both
possible and delightful — was to fly into Nashville on
Thursday the 8th, drive home that night, read at the Logan

W

hen I was in graduate school, writing the rough
draft of the stories that would eventually become
my new book, Girl Trouble, my mentor, Lee K.
Abbott, told me, “Your characters get in trouble whenever
they leave town and go to Nashville.” I hadn’t noticed this
before, but he was right: in Nashville, my southern
Kentuckians drink to excess and brawl; they get fancy educations that fail to serve them later on; they go to doctors who
deliver scary diagnoses. Things might not be a whole lot better across the state line in Roma, KY, but in Roma, at least,
they know their enemy. Nashville-the city-is a big mystery.
I couldn’t help thinking about Lee’s insight as I recently
embarked on a two-day trip back home for a reading in my
hometown public library and a few appearances at
Nashville’s Southern Festival of Books, one of the nation’s
premiere literary events. The plan —hatched during my
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Holly and author George Bishop

Jones read at Joseph Beth in September. Girl Trouble was Ace’s October
Book Club Selection.

County Public Library at noon on Friday, drive back to
Nashville in time for the festival’s Authors in the Round dinner, attend a breakfast panel the next morning, a reading

I read at 3:00 with George Bishop, whose first novel,
Letter to My Daughter, will be released in the spring. He was
an incredibly sweet man who gave a beautiful reading, and
his cheering section of friends and family supplied at least
three quarters of our audience. I now have an advance reading copy of his book that I’m eager to devour.
Following our panel and a brief signing, I ran in uncomfortable heels to my rental car, worried about getting to the
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The Twisted Sifter Cake Shoppe

(859) 285-0306
We offer fine, fancy, and fun custom
cakes and cupcakes for all occasions.
●

Elegant to whimsical wedding cakes

●

Fun bridal or baby shower cakes

●

Feisty bachelorette and bachelor
party cakes

●

Birthday wish cakes

●

Sentimental anniversary cakes

●

Holiday or any special event cakes

Holly signing in Bowling Green

airport in time to make my 6pm flight. After
some misadventures trying to get my car
back to the right garage and a desperate,
breathless ten minutes trying to cram three
bags’ worth of conference booty into one
“personal item,” I made it through security
and to my gate with half an hour to spare.
Seated, heels off, I started sorting
through my swag: new books, a mouse pad,
an inscribed bookmark from the WNBA.
Pens, notepads. A CD.

small town it serves. Don, who looks much
younger than the 70-something years he
claims, could do the show blindfolded and
with one hand tied behind his back. He is
kind, smart, unflappable. He tells me right
after we go on the air to let people know who
my parents are and who my husband is and
who my husband’s parents are. I do.
“Well, now that we’ve got that all
straightened out,” he begins, shifting to
questions. Don’s questions are good, and

“I nursed a very sweet cocktail called
The Pageturner: bourbon and
amaretto, served on ice in a silver julep
cup. Here I was, small town girl alone
in the city, getting plied with brown
liquor. No good could come of this.”
And finally, forgotten, at the bottom of
my festival hospitality bag: a mini-bottle of
Jack Daniels whiskey and a smashed chocolate Moon Pie. I’d let them slip through security! How could I? I made the evidence disappear as quickly as I could.

D

ue to a delayed flight and a subsequent missed connection, I didn’t
make it to BNA until almost 11pm on
Thursday, and I still had an hour and fifteen
minute’s drive to Russellville, KY, my hometown. I fell into my childhood bed after midnight, with a pounding headache, and set my
cell phone alarm. My mother had turned
down the covers and placed a bottle of water
on the bedside table. A card was on my pillow. It read, “Holly, sleep good, Love Mom.”
Early the next morning, Mom and I
drove over to WRUS, the local AM radio station, so that I could be interviewed by Don
Neagle on his program, Feedback. Feedback has
been on the air since as long as I can remember, and it’s one of those radio shows that has
achieved a beautiful sort of harmony with the

he’s read up on me and the book enough to
fill more than a half-hour’s worth of air time.
But the funniest responses come from
the callers, who want to tell me that they
know my parents, or that they lived for sixteen years in the subdivision where I’d said I
grew up. My fifth grade reading teacher
called in. So did my uncle David. So did the
woman who worked at the Laundromat
where my mother washed clothes.
I am grateful to the stores that hosted
me, the events managers and booksellers
and (in one case) librarian and her volunteers who welcomed me, the friends, family,
and even strangers who came out to support
the book, and of course to my publisher for
making this possible. ■
Holly Goddard Jones will sign Girl Trouble
at the Kentucky Book Fair on Saturday. Frankfort
Convention Center 405 Mero Street; 1pm:
Reading in the Glass Room of the Capital Plaza
hotel; 9am - 1pm and 2pm - 4pm, Signing in the
Convention Center. Her blog is at
www.HollyGoddardJones.blogspot.com.

✻ We offer gluten and sugar free cakes.

Need an alternative to the basic birthday cake?
The Twisted Sifter hosts “Create a Cake” parties.

For more info, visit our website:
www.TheTwistedSifter.com
www.TheTwistedSifter.wordpress.com

CUISINE SCENE
Belle’s Bakery 313 S. Ashland Avenue.
859.269.8223 Deli fare, wide array of homemade
desserts and catering.
Call ahead for gourmet-to-go dinner. Hours are
Monday -Friday, 9am to 6pm. Saturday 9pm to
3pm. Closed Sundays.

Billy’s Bar-B-Q 101
Cochran Rd. at the
corner of High St. in
Chevy Chase.
859.269.9593. Genuine
western Kentucky style
pit barbecue and fixins.
Dine-in/carry-out/bulk deliveries/catering. We’re
the home-grown guys. Open Mon - Thurs 11am 9pm; Fri -Sat 11am-10pm; Sun 11:30am-8pm.
Buddy’s 854 East High Street. 859.335.1283.
A friendly neighborhood joint
with doggone good food and
stiff drinks. Lunch is served
from 11:30am - 5pm Mon. Sun.; Dinner 5pm - 10pm Sun. Thurs.; Fri .& Sat. 5pm - 11pm;
Brunch on Sat. & Sun. is served
11:30 'til 3. Check out live
music every Friday at "Lucille's
Lounge." Parking available at
Chevy Chase atrium parking garage.

Call 859.225.4889
to advertise in
the Cuisine Scene

Kilbern’s Inside Crowne Plaza The Campbell House
at 1375 Harrodsburg Road.
859.519.1329. Experience
Lexington's finest tradition of
Southern Hospitality.
Puccini Pasta 833 Chevy Chase Place (behind
Rite Aid). 859.269.0404. Offering an array of
innovative pizza,
calzone, pasta,
Italian chicken
dinners, low-carb
meals, and a great house salad featuring
homemade dressings. Cool artwork and atmosphere good for dates or family. Beer, wine. Open
7 days for lunch & dinner. Dine in or carry out.

Your restaurant

HERE
Name. Address. Hours.
Phone number. Every Week.
To place ads in
Cuisine Scene
email
ads@aceweekly.com
or call Heather
at
859.225.4889
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